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Keeping the Child’s Best Interests at the Heart of Relocation: 

Key recommendations for EU action concerning the ongoing initiative to 
relocate unaccompanied children from Greece 
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Our key recommendations for the EU and national authorities and stakeholders involved 
in the relocation relate to the need to: 

1. Support Member States in relocating children, safeguard children by 
developing a child-centred framework and connect stakeholders 

2. Promote on-going exchange of good practice and experience 
between Member States and review and assess in order to address 
challenges rapidly (including though listening to children about their 
experiences) 

3. Learn and share the lessons of relocation for future solidarity 
mechanisms 
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does not have unintended harmful 
effects to any children involved.

More than ever, the current situation demands that stakeholders work together as 
smoothly and as effectively as possible to achieve successful outcomes. 
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a child-
centred framework for relocation 

A child-centred framework would provide the tool, which is 
urgently needed to engage all the stakeholders
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A child-centred framework for relocation

• 

• 
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1. Preconditions 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

2. Prioritisation 

 

 

 



Missing Children Europe is financially supported by the 
‘Rights, equality and citizenship 2014=2020’ 
programme of the European Union 

   

10 
 

 
 

 

3. Procedures 

 
1 A summary of key information that needs to be provided to the child can be found in the INTERACT 
Handbook, p. 53, available at https://missingchildreneurope.eu/Portals/0/Docs/publication%20hub/MCE-
Interact%20Handbook-FINAL.pdf,  

https://missingchildreneurope.eu/Portals/0/Docs/publication%20hub/MCE-Interact%20Handbook-FINAL.pdf
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/Portals/0/Docs/publication%20hub/MCE-Interact%20Handbook-FINAL.pdf
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4. Principles 

• Best Interests –

• Participation –

• Non-discrimination –

• Right to life, survival, and development –

• Family unity –

Contact persons 

mailto:rebecca@childcircle.eu
http://www.childcircle.eu/
mailto:Federica.Toscano@missingchildreneurope.eu
mailto:Federica.Toscano@missingchildreneurope.eu
http://www.missingchildreneurope.eu/

